
 
 

Jackson Cooper 

Qualifications Summary 

15+ years of nonprofit management including executive director leadership, fundraising management, 

program development, board relations, community outreach, and government affairs. Specialized in 

arts/culture, houselessness, social services, and higher education sectors. Jackson’s fundraising 

leadership practice spans developing individual and major giving strategy, board fundraising, campaign 

management, executive coaching, fundraising team management towards sustainable futures for 

nonprofit organizations, and values-centered leadership of executives and teams.  

 

Professional History 

Valtas Group  Consultant 2025 – Present 

American Genre Film Archive Executive Director 2024 – 2025 

Seattle University Adjunct Professor, Nonprofit 

Leadership  

2023 – Present 

UNC-Greensboro Adjunct Professor, Arts Administration 2022 – Present 

Mary’s Place Associate Director, Individual and 

Major Giving 

2023 – 2024 

Pacific Northwest Ballet Manager, Major Gifts 2019 – 2023 

North Carolina Museum of Art Manager, Public Programs 2018 – 2019 

Chamber Music Raleigh Executive Director 2016 – 2018 

 

Accomplishments   

• Developed, led, and managed transformative fundraising campaigns that enhanced 

organizational relevance, impact, and revenue, centering relationship-building efforts and 

people-to-people giving  

• Increased contributed revenue through individual and major gift strategy, foundation 

prospecting, and corporate engagement programs 

• Aligned programming and fundraising efforts to increase community impact and donor 

engagement, increasing donor and board giving  

• Strategized board fundraising efforts with executive and trustee leadership resulting in 100% 

board engagement for organizations 

• Led government relations efforts in support of public funding for nonprofits, policy changes, 

and grantmaking strategies 

• Developed national curriculum standards for Fundraising, lectured and taught classes for 

universities in Washington, North Carolina, and Ohio 

• Honors: 40 Under 40, Puget Sound Business Journal (2024), UNCG Young Alumni Award 

(2024), Top 30 Global Arts Professionals, Musical America (2023), Future of Arts Fundraising, 

Southern Theatre Magazine (2022) 

• Author of books on philanthropy and fundraising including Sustainable Fundraising (co-author 

with Hannah Grannemann, Columbia Business School Publishing, 2026), A Kid’s Book About 

Kindness (author, DK Kids/AKidsCo,2023, 2025)  

 



Licenses / Education 

• Master of Fine Arts - Arts Leadership, Seattle University  

 

Board / Volunteer Experience 

• 43rd Legislative District (Seattle) Commissioner, Washington State Arts Commission/ArtsWA, 

2024-2026 

• Faculty Representative, Seattle University Board of Trustees Advancement Committee, 2024-

2025 

• President of Board of Trustees, ARCADE NW, 2022-2025 

• Commissioner, City of Seattle LGBTQ Commissioner, 2022-2023 

• Trustee, Seattle Choruses, 2021-2023 

• Co-Organizer, Seattle Arts Voter Guide, 2021, 2023 

• Grant Panelist, National Endowment for the Arts, National Endowment of the Humanities, New 

Jersey Council for the Arts, 4Culture, ArtsWA, 2018-Present 

• Chair, Artistic Committee, The Justice Theatre Project, 2017-2020 

• Board Member, Raleigh LGBT Chamber of Commerce, 2017-2019 

  

 
 

 

 


